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 September 13, 2022 

 

 

Lower Manhattan Cultural Council (LMCC) 

125 Maiden Lane, 2nd Floor 

New York, NY 10038 

 

 

Dear LMCC Panel, 

 

My name is Jonathan McCrory, the Executive Artistic Director at the National 

Black Theatre (NBT). We are thrilled to co-produce Ebony Noelle Golden’s 

project, In The Name Of The Mother Tree (ITNO), with the Apollo Theater. 

The production will begin performances in the spring of 2023, welcoming 

theatergoers to the heart of Harlem and moving on to tour the country, 

specifically the Deep South. 

 

This partnership helps support a vibrant, sustainable training ground for Black 

artists, extend our collective resources to strengthen the larger Black theater 

community, and support National Black Theatre’s work as we embark on our 

major capital redevelopment project. With ITNO's world premiere in sight, we 

are excited to fully realize this particular production and set it up for a national 

tour. The tour is being curated to engage the communities deeply connected to 

Black communal spaces where a story like this will not only resonate but will 

heal, transform and grow. 

 

NBT and The Apollo are always eager to seek ways to extend resources to 

support Black artists and audiences meaningfully. Our partnership for Ebony 

Noelle Golden’s project allows us to deepen our programmatic relationship and 

to continue uplifting artists who bring an exciting original approach to theater as 

an art form in the service of social change. For these reasons, we support 

Ebony’s application to the LMCC 2023 Manhattan Arts Grant for the Creative 

Engagement program. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Jonathan McCrory 

Executive Artistic Director 

National Black Theatre 

 


